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Fire claims EPA Region 5 Records Ctr. 
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old factory 
during EPA 
cleanup 
•y ItatMty McOwiatd 
t i a i n n STAtr WirfTM 

A 5*>ipnent of the Chicago Tnm-
lit Authority's Gre«n Line "L" 

: WM shut down for alraoat an hour 
'. Monday afternooa tftar a blaze 

; >Unllad Inatda an abandooed be-
^ % r f tvii or chemlcaU. 

Offlclala at tha aonte said seven 
^r elsiit contrectDn hired by the 
I.S. Bnvlronmentar Protection 
^•ency were Inside Mo'schlano 
Fitting Inc., 3S0S W. t a k e St.. 

.. deanlng up hazardona materials 
• <Cj|irtwn the Are broke out The EPA 

, ' ^ d declared the bctory a Super-
,,;|iind cleanup site. 

Two EPA workers were trans
ported to Bethany Hbtpllai to be 
examined, a representative for the 

, ilChlcago Fire Department said. 
• r\.. "This thing went up In a matter 

of minutes," said Brad Stimple, an 
• An-scene coordinator with the 

emergency response branch of I he 
•EPA. "The electricity was off, but 

-̂  with these old buildings you 
' iiever know." 
- ' FlreAghters spent the aflemoon 

' '-«)rtln<uljhing the blew and gut-
- ' noB the atwndoned building, leav-

' '^'*ini only chaired tlrabon itanding 
"*'sitM' tha n m 

O m d a l a aald tha fire was 
' ' 'reported about noon by contrac-

•'' 4ort In tha building. Firefighters 
' in ived on the scene about 5 tnin-

' ''tttea UUr and tent out a Level 
( D M haatrdoua material alert and 

• 'ordered the CTA to halt service 
on its Green Llna "L," which runs 

"' irtUrectly orer the building. 
"L' For about 90 minutes, trains 
.''ivira turned back west at Pulaski 
^Hoad and east at Ashland Avc-'ifi, 

' .'.'w.'iUe a shuttle bus transposed 
. people between the two stations. 
I said JdT Stem, spokesman for the 
CTA. The station at Cattfornia 

^ '.Avenue was cloaed and didnt res-
:i:iune power until 2:45 p.m.. Stem 

" 'u ia id . 
<:!/ In add i t i on , fJre officials 

• I'irvmutcd traffic at tite intersection 
• '.' :of I tSu Street and California Ave-
. :niue far moat ot the attaraoon. 

The tti« was atrock about i:30 
. -̂ pum., but the haxardoua materi«ls 
'.-stert wasn't aecored until 2.10 

.; 'IMS., (Vre ofBcUla aald. 
-. OrricUla aald the accident Is 
-istitt under investigation and 

. l i ia ren ' t comment ing on what 
fvtarted the blau. 

Stirople, however, aald the "possl-
i.TiUlty exists" that the accident was 

,'. eauMd by his workars who wer< 
',-sampling and Identifying wa;tie 

materials at the time of Die acci
dent 

Stimple ssid tba building's 
owner. Prank Moachlano, died In 
July, iMvlnig behind tteel tanks of 

; { jp l i t l n . solutions, heavy meuls, 
.' "isiJld.^. cyanide and caustics. He 
•.'̂  isald the EPA started the cleanup 
. . ^ ^ b , estimated at »«0,000, on Oct. 

13. 
"We were here to clean it up, 

and we have to clean it up," Stim
ple tald. "This actually may have 
Kilped a little." 
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but accou: 
By Nancy Ryan . 
THaime STAIT WIUTER ' ' / '/iiff 

' TiUaJM |«tota by tH Ho(»n 

Michael Flanagan shows off the newitwea.he txxjght tor his 
canceled Senate campaign at a Mont^naws confbfenca, 

Flanagan out of Sienate race 

k: 

Michael Flanagan toppled the 
powerful Dan Rostenkowski 
when he went one-on-one with 
the beleaguered '• ' "--"I v ' 
eran to win his cuii|,ie83lonal 
seat, t u t Monday he said he 
couldn't take on two candidates 
in a U.S. Senate Republican 
primary. 

"What was a Iwo-man race, 
one t felt confident 1 could win, 
has become a three-person con
test," said Flanagan, who aald 
It was Illinois Coniyiroller 
Loleta DIdrlckson's decision 
last week to enter the contest 
that made him give up 

The most formidable asp«ct 

of Dldnc)fson't candidacy, wild 
Fl>!)4gan, M, was the "party 
endorsement of har that fol-
' -• - ' - *•• «-.^v.,n(J I t , " 

Wlftt wwltliy Invemata state 
Sen: Peter Fitzgerald abl4 to 
bankroll his candidacy and Old-
rlckson the beneficiary of: GOP 
party r»><nurce«, Flanagan said 
"garnering support tbr my own 
candidacy would be dUnculL" 

Just a week betbre he planned 
to nuke his ofllcUl campaign 
aniiounoeinent, Flanagan liifiMd 
foiuid h i i ^ l f holding a news 
oonl^nni^ lii a 'nhtbbed West 
Loop offlte bulkUni t9 officially 
anootmoe hit. iioft«4ndida^. 

^ 

For the first ime in 
decade, the Ch lca s i Hon-; 
Authority will be able to relv 
one of the management tooiii i:-
sldered esseiii.<al by most bu 
neaaes and govemmen.^ oBr̂ nc 
Financial records that aciun 
reOect reality. 

That w u the conclusion of 
audit reteaed Monday by an in 
pend^l.ltfopunUng fiiTn, Dfio. 
& Toiienk.Qf the agency's ri-; 
year'andnif Dee. 3i. 1996, \<.i 
ahowad that CHA's nnfinclul br̂  
are "clean" and accarate a, 
years of sloppy and question 
Tecord-ke((>lng. 

In another housing cievelopmi 
President Clinton Is ;xpecteU 
sign leglatatlon this week liiat i 
require landlords who are ren> 
Ing tbelr Section B ccr ' racis 
charge marliet-rate rents, a irn 
that should save the federal A 
emment tl.& billion ovitr five yc 
because many owners iiad char. 
higher rents. The bill renews exi 
tng oontracta for one yi>ar. 

Cleaning up Its accounting pi 
tlces was one of the first î o 
established by the current c 
adminis t ra t ion when the '. 
Depurtiacnt of Housi^it and Uri 
Development took control of 
trouhlad a««>cy in lets spriiig i! 
a Ui|k mdst of the lesdersl 
expected to take well over t 
years to Mcomnliati. In the p. 
outaUe audttors Issued "dlscLa 
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Insliilied Houliiiy 'J'plomb 


